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The Alberta Prion Research Institute commissioned a 
summative evaluation to measure the impact of the 
Institute’s activities and to determine the scientific 
impact of the prion research being funded. 

These are some highlights from the final report that 
demonstrate the scientific and global impact of the 
Government of Alberta’s investment in prion and 
protein misfolding research. 

The Alberta scientific production in the prion and protein 
misfolding field represents on average 36% of the 
Canadian output and 3% of the global output since 
2006, compared to 11% and 0.2% respectively for 
the period preceding the inception of the Alberta 
Prion Research Institute.

Putting Alberta on the Map
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Basically we went from 0 to 100; we had no one here in Alberta or very 
few people doing this type of research. It really can’t be overstated the 

influence [the Prion Institute] has had: without them and somebody with 
a vision of the fact that people in other parts of the world had the 

expertise and that they needed to bring them in and build the 
infrastructure, we would not be where we are now. 

The Prion Institute’s strong 
leadership in building partnerships, 
knowledge transfer and exchange 
activities provided significant value 
to researchers and policymakers.

 The Prion Institute’s public 
lectures are a very effective and 

popular tool to communicate 
prion research progress to the 

general public.

The Prion Institute has had a positive impact 
on HQP’s research production and quality, 

scientific collaborations, professional 
development and career advancement.

New prion units allowed 
Alberta researchers to 
compete with the best 

prion and prion-like 
disease researchers

in the world.

Research Investments

 The Prion Institute was found to be
the primary contributor to the increase

in capacity of prion and protein 
misfolding science in Alberta.


